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natural stone cobblestones;
rock pavers
river stones;
lime chip or equivalent;
brick, or
concrete pavers.

Poured concrete with natural, exposed aggregate, stained or pressed texture may all be used as
edging for the driveways and as accent areas close to the buildings, but may not be used as the
main body of the driveway. Plain black or coloured asphalt will not be allowed.
PATHWAY S, COUR T YARDS AND TERRACES

Pathways are to be no wider than 1.5m. Materials for pathways outside of the building envelope
should be compacted earth, crushed gravel, river rock, or lime chip. Within the building envelope,
natural stone , cobblestones, rock pave rs, brick or concrete pavers, poured concrete with natural,
exposed aggregate, stained, or pressed concrete may all be utilised for pathways as well.
FENCING WALLS AND GATES

The most common forms of perimeter fencing on the property that comply with the character of
the estate and ensure a practical stock-proof boundary are 8-wire and baton, and hurricane-style
fencing. Other options that may be considered are dry-stack stone, and post-and-rail. All perimeter
fencing should be a minimum of 1.2m high. Road frontage fencing is mandated as post and rail
consistant with the entire estates lots road frontage. Stock frontage fencing is mandated as
hurricane-style, or 8-wire and batton, and it is suggested you have a hotwire on the stock-facing
side. Gates should be in a size scale that is considered proportionate to the dwe lling. Gates should
be of a farming design, or simple design consisting of straight lines and minimal curves, and be
appropriate for use in a rural context. Walls ove r 1.8m should be consistent with the materials
used on the exterior cladding of the dwelling, and never greater in height than the gutter -line of
the ground storey.
TREE AND UNDERGROW TH REMOVAL

Prior to any removal of trees or undergrowth on a property, a landscape plan showing any tree or
shrub with a trunk diameter exceeding 150 mm and a height of greater than 1.5 m shall be
submitted and approved by the Design and Governance Committee {DGC). Additionally, all trees
designated as large proposed for removal must be flagged on site for the DGC review. In general,
owners are encouraged to retain as much of the existing trees and undergrowth as possible.
However, selective thinning for fire safety, construction, view line improvement is acceptable.
GENERAL P LAN TING AND LANDSCAPING

In general the goal of these guidelines is to keep the Estate's landscaping aesthetic. This is based
around the combining of trimmed and sophisticated garden design with elements of rustic farm
simplicity and native coastal bush and wetland. Owners are encouraged to use the plant list within
the Wharekauhau Conservation Plan as a guide.
New plantings should consist of groupings of plants arranged to look as natural as possible, or in
shelterbelts to emulate the farm plantings. Formal, regimented landscape plantings should
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ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN PHILOSOPHY
The purpose of these Architectural Design Guidelines is to ensure that all buildings constructed at
Wharekauhau Country Estate preserve the beauty of the Estate's natural settings, and to provide
harmonious design between building projects to strengthen the overall character, value and
aesthetic of the development. These design guidelines are not meant to be all-inclusive. They are
meant to provide owners and/or owner's representatives with a broad understanding of the goals
for the desired final effect of the entire Estate. These guidelines are meant to guide and shape the
design and construction of all built structures on the Estate. The general goal is to create a
coherent architectural style for the Estate that is sympathetic with historical precedents while still
allowing for individual design expression. It does span 5 zones within the estate, each with their
own specific, yet over-archingly consistent design themes
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM AREA AND NUMBER OF BUILDINGS PER ESTATE LOT
N o Estate Home shall have a total gross floor area (TGFA) of less than 138 square metres (1,500
square feet) of living space, excluding garage (attached or detached), other accessory buildings or
carpark areas.
If one accessory building is constructed, it can either be attached or detached from the main
building. If two accessory buildings are constructed, one must be attached to the main building.
"Attached" is defined as connected to the main building with a roof structure {I.e. breezeway,
connecting porch, etc.). A garage, by definition, is an accessory building.
A maximum of two accessory buildings shall be permitted.
The combined TGFA of all structures (dwelling and accessory buildings) may not exceed 35% of the
Estate Lot area. If detached buildings are constructed, they must be connected to the principal
structure with landscape features such as paths.
TGFA is to be calculated by measuring from the outside of exterior walls. Including all enclosed,
roofed space. Un-roofed porch and deck space, as well as open balcony spaces, are not included in
this calculation.
BUILDING HEIGHT
Building height is to be measured from the highest and lowest point of the existing grade of the
land. No part of the Estate Home may protrude beyond a height of 10 metres above the highest
and lowest point, measured vertically. All building appurtenances such as chimneys, cupolas,
ventilation or light shafts may not protrude beyond the 10 metre maximum building height.
Finished grade shall not be built up in an unnatural appearing manner to affect a building's
perceived height.
BUILDING MASS AND FORMS
Buildings should to be residential in scale and preferably asymmetrical in plan and elevation.
Building forms should tend towards compositions of various previously approved appropriate
masses.
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The incorporation of materials used within the existing build environment, such as painted board
and batten siding and rough-cast stucco render is encouraged . However exterior finishes can
include horizontal wood sid ing, wood shingles, wood shakes, board and batten sid ing, dressed
stone, rock, rusted metal, powder coated corrugated steel and stucco render. Aluminium siding,
vinyl, cement plasterboard and synthetic building materials will not be approved. Use of reclaimed
woods, local stone and other materials from the area are encouraged.
Wood shingles and shakes may remain unpainted.
EXTERIOR DOORS AND WINDOWS
Fenestration of projects in the development shall generally be of proportion with the structure,
detailing and build -up. Large expanses of undivided glass should be avoid ed (Horizon Zone being
the most permitted ). Large openings should be divided through the use of mullions or the ganging
of smaller window units.
Glass may be coloured or tinted on control heat gain; however, a reflective mirrored appearance
will not be approved. Glass should generally appear clear from the exterior. Windows may have
either metal clad or wood exteriors. Vinyl windows will not be allowed. Windows should set back
into the wall and not flush with the exterior, except when this is unavoidable due to the nature of
the exterior cladding material. Windows should be traditional in shape (Square or rectangle). Circle
windows should be used minimally and non-typical shapes such as triangles etc will not be
permitted.
Doors and windows should be proportional to the section of the building where installed.
EXTERIOR COLOUR
Exterior colours must be chosen from a palette of light-toned or natural colours. These colours
must be compatible with the zone that your lot falls in, as well as with the surrounding built
environment and the rest of the developments. A colour and materials schedule must be
submitted to the DGC for their approval. Whites, creams and taupe are encouraged as body
colours, and charcoal, greys and subdued greens are encouraged as accent colours or bod y colours
where appropriate. Bright colours such as vivid reds, blues, greens and yellows will not be
approved.
Cedar shakes and shingles may be natural wood tone.
ROOFS
Roof materials shall be either oxidized or antiquated steel, wood shake, wood shingle, copper, or
profiled metal that is appropriate to the rural environment. Powder coated ribbed steel may be
approved as well after special consideration by the DGC. No asphalt shingle roofs, brightly painted
metal roofs, or bright galvanized metal roofs will be allowed . Roof colours must be submitted to
the DGC for approval and should be compatible with surrounding natural and built landscape.
Colours to consider include dark green, browns, greys, charcoal and natural wood tone (in the case
of shakes and shingles).
EXTERIOR LIGHTING
Any exterior lighting shall be generally directed downward. Large floodlights or building lights shall
not be allowed. Buildings shall not be flooded or lit with architectural drama as the goal. Generally,
the goal should be to keep any light from shining
directly
onto or towards neighbouring properties.
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